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1-Executive Summary

Since Turkish troops and pro-Ankara Arab and Turkmenli rebels captured the predominantly Kurdish Afrin enclave from
the Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG), media outlets and human rights groups, including Amnesty International,
have documented widespread abuses tantamount to war crimes.

On daily basis, the Kurds,who have now become the minority versus Arab and Turkmen settlers, are subjected to “fascist-
style violence,” and attempts to “reshape local pluralist character and empower extremists.
From kidnappings for ransom to armed robberies and torture, remaining Kurdish residents of Afrin say they are suffering a
litany of abuses at the hands of Turkish-backed rebels. The spectre of frequent infighting among these mercenary factions
casts a shade of doubt and distrust over Turkey's role in this divide and rule policy.
Only 30 percent of Kurds returned to their homes after the massive exodus, only to find them “stripped of furniture,
electrical appliances and all decoration" in large-scale looting.The Syrian Observation for Human Rights dubbed the day of
the fall of Afrin" the locust day".

The ongoing human rights abuses perpetrated openly and in flagrant disregard for international norms and standards
,you might think, with the same arrogant contempt for human rights that the Turkish AKP regime of Recep Tayyip Erdogan
has grown used to in Turkey itself — with no force, at present capable of encouraging the regime in a more humane or
democratic direction.

No one stops the depredations of Arab and Turkmen rebels and all complaints lodged to Turkey-appointed local councils
and Turkish forces fall on deaf ears.
Most of Afrin’s original residents now live in the squalid Shahba camps near Aleppo, their houses commandeered by
newcomers bussed in from Eastern Ghouta and other former opposition strongholds.
Those who have clung on to their properties say they must contend with unrelenting threats of abduction and extortion,
and harrasments.
Afrin, last, season shipped its most famed product, olive oil from its vast orchards, to Turkey.
Schools now enforce gender segregation, religious schools are being opened and Turkish flags fly over public buildings and
portraits of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan hang in shops.
“Turkish forces are giving Syrian armed groups free rein to commit serious human rights abuses against civilians in the
northern city of Afrin", Amnesty International said before, following an in-depth investigation into life under the Turkish
military occupation.According to an Amnesty International teport, Turkish forces occupying Afrin are giving allied Syrian
armed groups free rein to commit serious human rights abuses against civilians."

2-Introduction
A- Geography of Afrin:

Located in the northwestern corner of Aleppo governorate and bordered by Turkey to the north and west, Afrin (also

known as Kurd Dagh) is known for its olive industry and picturesque rolling landscapes. Named after its river, Afrin is
famous for the beauty of its mountains, pine and oak forests, and vast olive groves, as it enjoys ample water, good
rainfalls and rich agricultural resources with 19million olive and vegetable trees.
Afrin is the smallest of the three Syrian Kurdish territories in the north of Syria. It is a 3400 square km strip of land
inhabited by the overwhelming Kurdish majority for hundreds of years.Many of Afrin's Arab minority were ejected by
the Turks from Hatay in the 1940s whist the al-Boubana and ‘Umayrat clans originally came to this area as shepherds
and were subsequently given lands by the Baath regime during " Land Reform Program" in the 1960s.  Afrin the city
is the capital of a tiny enclave that had a pre-war population of 570,000. according to the 2004 census. When the
opposition rebels, including global jihadists, overrun the city of Aleppo in 2012, Afrin became home to many more,
given the influx of 500,000 displaced Kurds from their neighbourhoods in Aleppo.

B- Afrin During The Syrian Civil War:
For six years Afrin had been under constant shelling by Turkish army and daily attacks by various armed groups, was

sponsored by Turkey, from the opposition-controlled areas to the south and east. However, against all odds, Afrin
managed not only to withstand those attacks but also to maintain its security, stability and development.



In fact, the Kurds successfully managed to maintain security and stability, but a lot of issues remained unresolved,
owing to blockade and encroachments by Isis and the opposition factions who jointly under supervision of Turkish
intelligence advisers imposed a choking siege around Afrin.

Then, in February 2014 Afrin was announced by its Kurds and Arabs a self-administration canton as part of Rojava.
But the economic situation under assaults and embargo forced the locals to depend on smuggling to address their
basic needs like food, fuel and weapons at high prices.

At the beginning of 2016 the blockade was partly lifted as the YPG forces, aided by Russian air
raids, dislodged Isis and the opposition rebels to forge their way along a large section of Shahba
regions. Thus, the corridor with both Aleppo and areas controlled by SDF in the east was opened
through areas controlled by the Syrian government.

The defecto administration ran schools, ,hospitals, courts, municipalities and other institutions
along with Sherawa refugee camp despite almost zero international assistance and a non-stop
campaign by Turkey and its allies to distort facts in an effort to Satanize the local forces and the
administration internationally, amid daily armed provocations, bombardment and depredations on
the border

The administration succeeded in creating and operating robust civilian and military institutions. On the
face of it, Ankara saw all this structure as the framework of a terrorist organization that posed "a grave
threat to Turkey's national security". But, in fact, the Turks had old greeds to annex not only Afrin, but also
a 40km wide belt of Syrian northern territory, extending from the Mediterranean to Kirkuk in Iraq as part
and parcel of their Nationalist Covenant.

C- Old greeds under the pretext of "Turkish national security"

Recep Tayyip Erdogan had previously announced again and again, “We aim to give Afrin back to
its rightful owners’, in a thinly veiled warning to occupy Afrin and ethnically cleanse the region of
its Kurdish inhabitants. Today Erdogan, backed by both Iran and Russia, is hurling incendiary
warnings, reiterating the same thing about SDF-controlled areas, to the east of the Euphrate River
as another step in acheiving the Nationalist Covenant.

D- The Invasion of Afrin, January 20,2018.

Following the failure of negotiations between Moscow and the YPG to turn Afrin over to the Syrian
government, As Russia withdrew its small contingent from its small base in Kafr Jana toward the Tall Rifaat
area on 19 January 2018.

This was considered a green light from Russia for Turkey to launch its assault.

This Russian-Turkish understanding concerning Afrin led to a total collapse of the de-escalation zones that
Turkey had guaranteed in the Astana process.Turkey launched operation ‘Olive Branch’ simultaneously
with a major operation to take over territory in Eastern Ghouta, near Damascus, which had been included
in the de-escalation agreement. g

Remarkably, the YPG and YPJ held off the invaders of Afrin for two months without any moral
support of a single major world power. Even the US refused to lift a finger to defend Afrin. The
assault and the taking of the Kurdish city was consummated amid the deafening silence and
disinterest of the international community, particularly of Europe and NATO, under US leadership.
2.E-The Sack of Afrin

On 23 March, Turkey announced that it had taken complete control of the Afrin region after two months of
fierce fighting in which both sides suffered sizeable casualties. Besides, hundreds of civilians were killed
and thousands more were injured while hundreds of housands of Afrin's residents fled the onslaught to
Shahbaa, Aleppo and eastern Euphrates, leaving their homes at the mercy of Turkish troops and their Arab
and Turkmen proxies.

Turkey-backed vandals commenced with an orgy of rape, arson and pillage, ripping Afrin and its 400
villages and towns of all valuables hailing, “/Allah Akbar “. Like marauders they broke into shops,
restaurants and homes, stealing food, electronic equipment, olive oil, furniture blankets and other basic
necessities. They stole all cars, tractors, trucks, motorcycles, machines, livestock and chickens. The stolen
animals and booty were transported on the stolen vehicles outside the city to Idleb, Ezzaz, Jarablus and
even to Turkey itself. Some broad daylight captured videos of looting and arson were widely circulated in
world media.



Now, more than a year and six months since the Turkish army established control over the Afrin border region, how has
Turkey transformed the administration of the area? What policies has it pursued to expand its influence and to
depopulate the area of its native Kurds? Why has Turkey so given rein to its FSA proxies to perpetrate appalling human
rights violations? In which aspects should Turkey be held responsible for the endless streak of crimes committed against
remaining Kurds and their homeland? Do Turkey’s policies suggest that Ankara has a plan to integrate the area into
Turkey? In which fields are Turkish policies the most evident and influential?

This study first discusses the security and military structures that Turkey has established to exert control
over the region and the role played by Syrian opposition military factions. It then proceeds to examine its
local governance as a means of imposing facts on the ground through the establishment of a new Turkey-
linked political class and efforts to tie local councils, civil society organisations and public services directly
to Turkey. The study details human rights violations, focusing on demographic change, destruction of
nature, looting of economic resourcrs and erasing of culture, . It concludes with , the negative implications
for social and political stability in the region and a message to the free world so that these acts that are
tantamount to grave war crimes should not go unpunished.This study relies primarily on both media and
Human Rights Organizations as well as eye-witness accounts.

According to the UN report, over 50 armed groups operate in Afrin, including Sultan Morad Division,
alHamzat Division, Ahrar al-Sham, Amshad brigade, Faylaq al-Sham, Jaish al-Nukhba, Ahrar alShargiya,Jaish
al Shargiya, Jabhat al-Shamiya, Nur al-Din al-Zanki, and Suleyman Shah brigade, among others.

The residents in Afrin describe “general absence of the rule of law, with parties in control either unwilling
or unable to provide effective redress or, in some cases, extorting bribes from victims in order to do so.”
These developments come despite changes in administrative, judicial, and executive structures in the
region.

Some residents pointed to the lack of discipline armed groups demonstrate, especially with their
involvement in pillaging, arbitrary detention, and abduction for ransom as systematic efforts and directions
by the Turkish state to completely depopulate the area of its native residents.

3- Turkey is the ultimate authority in Afrin

Turkey is fast integrating Syrian territories under its military occupation to its own state structure by
appointing civil servants, Turkifying school curricula, managing local judiciaries and law enforcement, and
putting into practice a Sunni Islamic agenda in all these, recent reports by government media revealed.
Once Turkey controlled Afrin, Turkis army and MIT established a large number of military and intelligence
command posts and some new military bases are still being constructed.

Some bases are located on the Turkish-Syrian border and others throughout eastern Afrin facing Shahba
on the front line with Kurdish forces.. .

Furthermore, Turkey has established an intelligence station with multiple branches in Afrin's subdistricts.

3.A-Turkey's military bases in Afrin:

Turkey has established a large number of military command posts and new military bases are still being
constructed,

3.B- Syrian Rebels' Task Force

Turkey has established a Syrian Task Force affiliated with the Turkish Police Special Operations
Department within the Turkish General Security Directorate.

3.C- The Syrian National Army

It was established early 2018. The army was divided into three brigades (1st Corps, 2nd Corps, and 3rd
Corps).

The National Army is under Ankara’s Command under the supervision of the Syrian Interim Government’s
Ministry of Defence. The National Army factions were initially distributed among three legions: The
National Army, the Levant Front and the Sultan Murad Division. Later, all armed factions in areas under
Turkish influence, including Jaysh al-Islam and the al-Rahman Legion (which had been expelled from
Eastern Ghouta), were integrated under the banner of the National Army, and Ankara relied on them to
impose control over Afrin.

3.D- Military Police Units



On 20 February 2018, Turkey established a military police administration in the ‘Euphrates Shield’ area
under the control of the Syrian Interim Government’s Ministry of Defence to rein in excesses and violations
committed there by fighters belonging to the three National Army legions.lronically, this military police is
responsible for major acts of encroachments and depredations against local Kurds.

3.E- The Civilian Police

Ankara appointed Lieutenant Colonel Rami Tlass, a Syrian Arab Army defector from the city of al-Rastan
(Homs governorate), as leader of the police and general national security forces for the entire Afrin region.
The lists of applicants accepted into the police force issued in February 2019 indicate that the policemen
come primarily from Eastern Ghouta and Homs, followed by individuals displaced from Idlib and Hama. The
lists include only three local Arab inhabitants of Afrin, and no Kurds, among the 301 accepted. This
suggests that Turkey aims to exclude local Arabs and Kurds from the security sector.

4-Lawlessness and thuggery speak louder than peace and order in Afrin:

According to a UN report, over 50 armed groups operate in Afrin, including Ahrar al-Sham, Sultan Murad
division,Suleyman Shah( Amshat)brigade, Faylaq al-Sham, Al-Hamzat Brigade, Jaish al-Nukhba, Ahrar and Jaish al Sharqiya,
Jabhat al-Shamiya, Nur al-Din al-Zanki, and Sultan Mehmed Fatih brigade, Jaish Al-Islam among others.

Between bandits, militiamen, and wayfarers, Afrin is barely recognisable, say Kurdish locals who have made it back. “It's
not the Afrin we know,” they say “Too many strange faces. Businesses have been taken over by the new settlers, stores
changed to Damascene names, properties gone.,

But residents say not enough is done to curb violations. And it is not only Kurds who have fallen victim to the
lawlessness.The Syrian Observatory published on the 1st of June 2019 that the Turkish forces and the Syrian factions loyal
to them seek to displace the remaining Kurdish residents through daily encroachments on Kurds and their proprty.
Systematic acts of theft, looting, taxation, and royalties on people’s livelihoods, in addition to kidnappings.

4.A-Abductions for ransom is a booming trade:

Turkey- backed FSA armed factions systematically carry out arbitrary arrests of Kurdish citizens, under various charges
and allegations such as “ being an agent of PKK/PYD or former affiliate of the self-administration”.

Arrests target both genders, men and women, who are often held captive for ransom. Abduction for a ransom has
become a popular trade adopted by most factions, in an attempt to collect the largest possible amount of money, and to
clamp down on the remaining population in the region to force them to leave the area. The London-based SOHR
monitored that the factions have transferred abductees to detention and custody centers in civilian homes that were
seized and turned into headquarters for the pro-Turkey factions, which share influence zones inside Afrin.

So far, more than 6000 people have been arrested and abducted for ransom.

The Britain-based SOHR Observatory says it has so far documented at least 3000 people abducted and taken to "hostage
houses and secret prisins" and that 2090 people of the kidnapped are still in confinement or unaccounted for.

Detainees are tortured and beaten, their relatives asked to pay to secure their release. Abductions have become "a way to
make money," the monitor says.

Many victims are transferred to the notorious Al-Raai town prison or inta Turkey itself.

The Syrian Observatory has monitored more than once «that the factions send audio or video clips of abducted
people,blindfolded and tortured at gunpoint, to their families, demanding huge instant ransom be paid or the hostages be
shot or beheaded. The already impoverished people have no choice but to call their relatives

The victims are often unable to identify their abductors, referring instead generally to armed groups, Free Syrian Army
(FSA) affiliates, or the different Turkey-backed security departments..

"Although victims and their families in Afrin often report such cases to military police, civilian police, and Turkish
authorities, there is little effect”, the UN report said.

4.B-Horrors of Detention Centres

Detention centres are either confiscated homes of displaced Kurds turned into headquarters for armed
factions or prisons run by Turkish MIT and Grey Wolves in Turkmen towns east of Azaz, such as prisons of
Sejjo and AlRaii. There is another big prison in the border village of Midan Akbaz, Rajo, in the far north of
Afrin.

Detainees are interrogated by armed groups and Turkish officers. "All of the questions focus on detainees'
activities on social media, and accusations of being affiliated with the YPG/PKK/PYD," says Juwan Has who
was detained three times in a row, and each time his family had to pay huge sums for his release, before
he managed to bribe a warlord in Ahrar alShargiyya to help him slink into SDF-controlled Minbij.

According to them the interrogators and torturers spoke Turkish and Arabic and used dozen torture techniques including

Lashing, the Fuel, Bisat al-Rih (Flying Carpet), Shabeh (Ghost), German Chair, the Biter, the Tyre among others.
Moreover, women caught by the militants were often sexually abused and raped.



On May15,2019 SOHR and Turkish media outlets published that Turkish intelligence units and Turkish-backed Syrian
armed groups had transferred more than 600 Kurdish prisoners from Ma'sara prison in Azaz to unknown destinations..

4.C-Harassments and Abuses Against Kurdish Women

Invasion, occupation, and displacement have been devastating for all of Afrin's people— especially women, who have
been targeted for violence and intimidation by occupying forces and who still struggle to care for their families with the
few resources they can find.

During Turkish invasion, Turkish-backed rebels mutilated and then filmed the body of one of their female fighters called
Barin Kobani who had taken part in a US-backed campaign to drive the Islamic State terrorists from the northern town of
Kobani.

SHOR confirmed that the footage was filmed in the village of Qurna near the Turkish border in Bulbl. In the footage, a
dozen armed Turkey-backed rebels gather around the badly mutilated body of a woman lying on the ground saying ,"Allah
Akbar",

SDF spokesman, Mustefa Bali, said the video was reason to continue fighting back against Turkey and its allies. “Imagine
the savagery of these invaders with the bodies of our daughters. How would they behave if they took control of our
neighbourhoods?” he wrote on Facebook. “All this hatred and barbarity leaves us with a single option: to continue the
resistance.”

Those Kurds who remained in Afrin are subjected to the same kind of ethnic discrimination, looting, and sexual violence
that ISIS perpetrated against the Yazidis in Iraq. At least more than two hundred giris have been reported as having been
abducted, and their families fear they are being held as sex slaves.

So far, more than five hundred Kurdish girls have been forcibly married to members of the armed factions. SOHR says that
armed factions often storm houses when the men are out to molest women under gunpoint.In most cases women are
unable even to tell their husbands, resulting in some recorded cases of suicide among young women

4.D-Kurds don't dare leave their homes

Rebel factions often accuse Kurdish residents of being loyalists of the Damascus regime, or members of the YPG or, the
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) .For this reason Kurds don't dare to travel inside Afrin or even to go to their fields.

Salim, 50, owns several olive groves in the fertile agricultural land outside the city but he can no longer reach them
without permission from the new authorities.

"If you don't get a paper from the local council, you can't enter your own land," the father of three complains.

"Even with authorisation, the roads are dangerous for Kurdish civilians."A rebel faction could find you on the way to your
land and kidnap you for a ransom, ranging from $15,000 to $50,000", he tells AFP.

Some analysts described these acts of terrorism as “very serious,” and suggested they could be used as “evidence of war
crimes.”

Nicholas A. Heras, a Middle East security analyst at the Washington-based Center for a New American Security, said the
behavior of Turkish-backed, Syrian rebels in Afrin “has been deplorable.”

In fact, local Kurds and Arabs misses Afrin's calmer days, before its seizure by Turkey and the Turkey-backed rebels.
"Injustice, injustice, injustice, and no one is holding them accountable," they complain.

4.E- Infighting among Turkey-backed rebel groups

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic submitted its findings,
gathered between July 11, 2018 and January 10, 2019, to the Human Rights Council.

It estimates more than 50 armed groups, including Free Syrian Army (FSA) affiliates, are active around the
Afrin and Azaz areas in northwest Syria, contributing to the collapse of law and order, a declining security
situation, and widespread abuses against civilians without redress.

Fighting for control over confiscated homes and property between the myriad armed factions increased
significantly in the manths after the operation concluded.

“Frequent clashes included the use of car bombs, assassination tactics and improvised explosive devices,
particularly in the densely populated centers of Afrin and Azaz cities, which killed and injured hundreds of
civilians, including women and children,” the report added.

Violent clashes that erupt among Turkish-backed rebel factions in the Kurdish enclave of Afrin terrorise
both locals and the settlers alike.

According to the report by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) released in
July2018,, the security situation in regions under Turkish-backed rebel control remained volatile, with
internal fighting among Turkish-backed groups.

“In areas such as Afrin, al-Bab, Azaz, and Jarablus, the security situation remains volatile, with de facto
authorities currently unable or failing to act to ensure public order and safety — a situation exacerbated by



fighting between various armed groups made worse by the arrival of additional fighters from armed groups
from other areas of Syria, including Eastern Ghouta,” the report noted.

“During the formation of these Turkish-backed Free Syrian Army factions, it was clear that they will not be
used to fight the regime, since Turkey abandoned the goal of toppling Assad in 2016,” Elizabeth Tsurkov, a
Research Fellow at the Forum for Regional Thinking, an Israeli think-tank, who specializes in Syria, told
Kurdistan 24,

“Therefore, these groups attracted people desperate for money or people interested in having power over
others. At the same time, due to lack of combat on the fronts, the fighters have too much free time on
their hands, and they lack any sense of purpose. They also know that due to Turkish protection, infighting
among them cannot be exploited by the regime to make advances and take over their territories,” she
concluded.

5- Systematic demographic change and ethnic cleansing

As wrtched as they are, aggrieved Kurds are deeply concerned that Afrin's Kurdish identity could soon be lost once and for
all.The wave of displacement has had seismic effects on local demographics, between fleeing Kurds and incoming settlers,
some of whom had themselves fled conflict in other parts of Syria.

5.A-. Native Inhabitants Before, During and After the Occupation:

According to a pre-Syrian conflict census, the population of the Afrin area was 523,258, but when the Syrian rebels,
including global jihadists stormed the city of Aleppo  in 2012, nearly half a million inhabitants, mostly Kurds, sought
refuge in Afrin because,first, Kurds were able to maintain security and order and, second, because most of them originally
came from these areas.Besides, thousands of Arab families from neighbouring Arab towns also fled to Afrin, which was
relatively stable and secure under YPG rule.However, as encroachments by Isis and FSA rebels escalated against Afrin
during blocade imposed around Afrin by FSA factions and and jihadists, including Isis, nearly half the population, especially
the young, crossed into Turkey and subsequently to Europe and elsewhere because of poor living conditions,
overcrowding and because of the opposition of some to the defacto-administration.

The total number of residents was estimated at around half a million before operation ‘Olive Branch.” The local Kurdish
population was estimated at around 350,000. In addition, around 150,000 persons displaced from other parts of Aleppo,
were living in Afrin.

Following the Turkish occupation of Afrin, families of loyalist Arab and Turkmen militias from the "Euphrates Shield" areas
and other parts of Syria have been since pouring into the city, replacing hundreds of thousands of Kurds who fled the
occupation forces.

Today, less than thirty percent of Afrin native residents live in Afrin and its countryside.

5.B: Arab and Turkmen settlers brought in by Turkey

During the Turkish military operation with its Arab allies, most Afrin residents fled the onslaught to nearby
regime-controlled towns for safety, vacating the city in the process. Their places were soon filled with
opposition fighters and their families. The arrivals became a daily routine.

Families from the province of Idlib were the first to turn up and settle in the surrounding villages. Before
long people from Azaz, al-Bab and Jarablus came and settled in villages around Sharran and Rajo and Afrin
the city where they occupied the best homes

Following the surrender of opposition forces in Eastern Ghouta in April 2018 and in the northern Homs
countryside in May 2018, and the expulsion of armed factions to the northern Aleppo countryside, Turkey
took the opportunity to resettle displaced persons in the Afrin area. Many people were relocated from the
al-Bab area to Afrin. According to a precise unpublished census conducted by Afrin local council at the end
of May 2019, the number of people displaced to Afrin the city alone had reached 87,936. Displaced
persons from Ghouta and Aleppo Governorate respectively represented 51 percent and 20 percent of this
group.

One could add these figures to the thousands of families who fled fighting in the northern Hama
countryside an Idlib to Afrin until late August2019,

The Sultan Murad Division has also relocated hundreds of its Turkmen fighters’ families from the
‘Euphrates Shield” zone to Sharan subdistrict, which is under its control. Another 600 displaced families
from the Albil camp to the east of Azaz were relocated east of Afrin, in addition to an estimated 600
Turkmen families resettled in Bilbil subdistrict .






